
MNIBA Resources – Federal Government 
 

RESOURCES FOR DOING BUSINESS WITH THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT 

Getting Registered 

• Procurement Opportunities Guide, An Entrepreneur’s Guide to Selling to Governments 
and Corporations – 2013 edition 

• Employer Identification Number (apply for an EIN online) 
• DUNS Number (online application to obtain a DUNS number) 
• NAICS codes (guide to the uniform, industry-wide classification system for statistical 

reporting of all economic activities of the U.S., Canada, and Mexico; NAICS codes are 
needed to register in SAM for federal contracting) 

• NIGP Code Directory (listing of commodity codes developed by the National Institute of 
Governmental Purchasing, adopted by more than 1,400 state and local governments; 
NIGP codes are needed to register as a vendor with state and local governments) 

• FSC/PSC search (listing and search engine for Federal Supply Codes and Product Service 
Codes; needed to complete registration in SAM) 

• Small Business Size Standards (use these tables to determine whether your business is a 
small business) 

• 8(a) program (guide to the Small Business Administration’s 8(a) business development 
program) 

• 8(a) Mentor-Protege Rules (Small Business Administration’s rules on what written 
mentor-protege agreements must contain) 

• Joint Venture Guidelines (Small Business Administration’s rules on 8(a) mentor-protege 
joint venture agreements) 

• HUBZone (guide to the Small Business Administration’s HUBZone program) 
• HUBZone Locator Tool (type in an address to determine whether it is located in a 

HUBZone) 
• WOSB program (guide to the Small Business Administration’s Women-Owned Small 

Business Federal Contract Program) 
• SAM (System for Acquisition Management, includes the centralized, electronic 

registration process for vendors that want to do business with the federal government, 
formerly known as Central Contractor Registration, as well as ORCA, the Online 
Representations and Certifications Application, the primary federal government 
repository for all of your company’s required representations and certifications) 

• SAM Quick Start Guide 
o SAM Registration Tips – 2012 
o SAM Instructional Video – 2013 
o Veteran-Owned Business Registration (the VA’s vendor registration system for 

veteran-owned and service-disabled veteran-owned businesses) 
o SDVOSB Joint Venture Requirements (terms required in a joint venture involving 

a service-disabled veteran-owned small business) 
o USA Gov (the U.S. government’s official web search site) 

https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=APTAC&WebCode=PUBPOG
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=APTAC&WebCode=PUBPOG
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=102767,00.html
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/
http://ssl.doas.state.ga.us/PRSapp/PR_nigp_keyword_selectionPUBLIC.jsp
http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/tables/pscs/
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/contracting/contracting-officials/eligibility-size-standards
http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/8abd/application/index.html
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/Rules-Governing-SBAs-Mentor-Protege-Program-13-CFR-124.520_tcm36-309070.pdf
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/SBA-Joint-Venture-Guidelines-13-CFR-124.513_tcm36-309071.pdf
http://www.sba.gov/hubzone/
http://map.sba.gov/hubzone/maps/
http://www.sba.gov/content/women-owned-small-business-federal-contract-program
https://www.sam.gov/
https://www.sam.gov/sam/transcript/Quick_Guide_for_Grants_Registrations_v1.7.pdf
https://www.sam.gov/sam/transcript/Quick_Guide_for_Grants_Registrations_v1.7.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/user/APTACvideos/videos
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/veteran/verification.asp
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/SDVOSB-Joint-Venture-Requirements-13-CFR-125.15_tcm36-309072.pdf
http://www.usa.gov/
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o FedBizOpps (the place where the federal government announces all of its 
contracts valued at more than $25,000; register here to conduct advanced 
searches) 

o MERX Supplier Guide (a guide for doing business with the Canadian government) 
• SWIFT - SWIFT (StateWide Integrated Financial Tools) is the PeopleSoft based online 

financial, procurement, and reporting system used by the State of Minnesota. 

https://www.fbo.gov/
http://www.merx.com/Help/English/helcontsupp.html
https://mn.gov/mmb/accounting/swift/

